PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND THE LAW SEMINAR
SUMMER 2018

CLASS #804.512
Room TBD
6:15-9:00 MONDAY- WEDNESDAY
Professor Mark F. Scurti

Syllabus and Reading Assignments


Required Material:

Cases and Materials on Sexuality, Gender Identity and the Law, Sixth Edition, Carlos A. Ball, Jane S. Schacter, Douglas NeJaime and William R. Rubenstein.

Additional materials will be distributed in class throughout the semester.

Course Requirements:

            This class will require either a final examination or the completion of a paper of publishable quality on a contemporary issue involving sexual orientation and the law.  If you elect to write a paper, the paper must be at least 25 pages in length and no more than 40 pages, exclusive of exhibits or notes.  Final submitted papers represent 65% of students’ grade.  Papers will be graded on originality/creativity (5%), quality of legal analysis (15%) and support (15%), spelling/grammar (5%), organization (10%) and overall quality of the writing (15%).  You will be required to present your paper to the class in draft form and again in final form.  Classmates will be encouraged to challenge and ask questions in order to assist you in fine tuning your paper for the final submission.
            20% of students’ grades will be based on class preparation and 10% of participation throughout the semester, including the timeliness of submitting required drafts.
            5% of students’ grades will be based on their written and oral comments on a classmate’s paper.  These comments should constitute a meaningful and constructive critique of a classmates’ paper.  
            
            If you elect to take an exam, the final exam will represent 70% of students’ grade.
            25% of students’ grades will be based on class.
            5% of students’ grades will be based on their written and oral comments on a classmate’s paper.  These comments should constitute a meaningful and constructive critique of a classmates’ paper.  
            





Structure of the Course:

            Throughout the course students will learn general and specific legal concepts concerning sexual orientation in American jurisprudence.  Assigned readings must be read in advance of each class in order to participate fully in each class.  Class discussion will be based on readings assigned and current news events that impact lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender individuals.  Students will be encouraged to read outside the assigned reading to supplement class discussions on scheduled topics.  A list of suggested additional reading will be provided in class.  The class will focus on the study of sexual orientation law utilizing legal and non legal readings with a balance of theory and doctrine.

            An outline/draft of students’ papers will be due by the last class.  After which, a short presentation will be given by each student in class for critique and comment by classmates to assist students in narrowing their topic and legal analysis.  Final papers are due by the last regularly scheduled class for the semester as this class will be devoted for final presentations.  Students are permitted and encouraged to turn in as many drafts as they would like for review and comment, time permitting.

Class Participation:

            This class will be very interactive given the class size.  I reserve the right to alter and amend the reading assignments based on changes that take place during the semester in the law around the country and world.  Flexibility will be important.

Course Outline and Assigned Readings: (subject to revision)

Class 1             What is Sexual Orientation/Gender?  
Chapter 1-  feel free to scan the text

Class 2:            Criminal & Religious Issues
                        Chapter 2 – sections 1 and 2 up to page 146
                        Pay close attention to Bowers v. Hardwick and Lawrence v. Texas
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