
University of Baltimore School of Law  Jurisprudence – Spring 2018 
Professor Starger  Law 620- Section 319 
 
 
 

First Day Assignment for Jurisprudence 
 
We will hold our first class on Tuesday, January 16 at 10:30am. To be prepared for this class, 
you should complete the following:   
 

(1) Purchase the two required texts for this course -- Chaïm Perelman, The Realm of Rhetoric 
(William Kluback trans., 1982) and Frederick Schauer & Walter Sinnott-Armstrong, The 
Philosophy of Law: Classic and Contemporary Reading with Commentary (1996). 
 

(2) Sign up for the course TWEN page 
 

(3) Download and skim the latest course syllabus 
 

(4) Read pp. 1-7 of The Philosophy of Law 
 

(5) Read the articles posted for Class 1 on the TWEN page under Weblinks (also posted in 
the study questions below). 
 

(6) Review the Class 1 Study Questions listed below and come to class prepared to discuss 
them 

 

I look forward to meeting everyone soon! 
-CPS 
 
 
 

 
  



University of Baltimore School of Law  Jurisprudence – Spring 2018 
Professor Starger  Law 620- Section 319 
 
 

Study Questions for Class 1 (1/16/18) 
 
A. Philosophy of Law (pp. 1-7)  

 
1. In this casebook introduction, the authors grapple with the question “What is Law?” 

Instead of just answering the question, they survey different methods of approaching the 
inquiry. What are the different methods? What “schools of thought” are these methods 
associated with? What is own your intuitive answer to the question: “What is Law?” 
 

2. On p. 5, the authors describe American law professor Philip Soper as suggesting that 
defining the concept of law asks us to answer an “ontological” rather than “normative” 
question. What is the difference between “ontological” and “normative” questions? What 
other words might describe these two categories? 

 
3. On p. 5, the authors describe legal philosopher Jules Coleman as approaching the nature 

of law as a fundamentally “conceptual” rather than “empirical” inquiry. What is the 
difference between “conceptual” and “empirical” inquires? What other words might 
describe these two categories? 

 

B. Web Articles [Available on TWEN and linked below] 
a. Steve King: No DACA deal without sacrificing the rule of law 
b. Sanctuary Cities v. Trump: Who’s Really Breaking the Law?  

 
1. Both of these articles refer to the concept of “the rule of law.” How do the authors or 

speakers use this phrase to support their argument?  
 

2. How does “the rule of law” concept alluded to in these articles differ from the “law” 
concept alluded do in the casebook? Do you think the “rule of law” is different from “rule 
by law”? How do you go about answering these kinds of questions? 

 

http://thehill.com/homenews/house/367831-steve-king-no-daca-deal-without-sacrificing-rule-of-law
https://thecrimereport.org/2018/01/08/sanctuary-cities-vs-trump-whos-really-breaking-the-law/
https://thecrimereport.org/2018/01/08/sanctuary-cities-vs-trump-whos-really-breaking-the-law/

