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                                       FEDERAL COURTS—SYLLABUS (first installment) 

                                     LAW 724--512 

Instructor:  Jack Lynch 

 

Course description:  The relationship of the federal courts to Congress and the states.  

Topics include standing and justiciability; congressional power to regulate jurisdiction; 

federal question and diversity jurisdiction; removal; civil rights and habeas corpus 

jurisdiction; state and federal sovereign immunity; Supreme Court appellate 

jurisdiction; abstention; federal common law. 

Course meeting times:   

Mon. and Weds., 6:15—7:30.   

Course materials:   

 

Student learning outcomes:   

 --to gain a greater understanding of the scope and nature of cases to which the 

federal courts 

 are open; 

--to gain a greater understanding of the interaction of federal courts with other 

branches of the federal government and the governments of the states; 

 --to get a greater appreciation of the varying degrees of the willingness of the 

federal courts, 

 at different times, to promote federal law against public and private parties; 

 --to gain a greater appreciation of the principle that the federal courts are courts 

of limited 

 jurisdiction; 

 --to ponder the role of policy in the interpretation by federal courts of 

jurisdictional statutes; 

 --to enhance the students’ ability to become conversant with difficult judicial 

decisions; 

 --to promote more sophisticated legal reasoning in the students 

Grades:  

The final grade will be based on a final examination.  

Course expectations: 
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I expect the students to read the assigned reading carefully.  I hope class discussions 

will help with the reading assignments, some of which are difficult. 

 

Attendance: 

Students who miss more than 5 class meetings may be required to withdraw from the 

class with a grade of FA.   

Course website: 

We will have a TWEN site.  I may occasionally post supplementary materials on it.   

Computers: 

I don’t think it’s a wonderful idea, but please feel free to use your laptops to take notes.   

Class cancellation: 

Students will be notified by email of any departures from the schedule of classes as 

indicated on the syllabus.  If there is inclement weather, students should visit the 

University of Baltimore website or call the University’s Snow Closing Line at 410-837-

4201.  If the University is open students should presume that classes are running on the 

normal schedule.   

Academic integrity: 

I am putting this here only because it is required. I do not anticipate problems. Students 

are obligated to refrain from acts that they know or, under the circumstances, have 

reason to know will impair the academic integrity of the University and/or School of 

Law.  Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to: cheating, 

plagiarism, inappropriate communication about exams, misrepresentation about any 

academic matter, including attendance, and impeding the Honor Code process.  The 

School of Law Honor Code is available on the Law Schools website. 

Title IX Sexual Misconduct and Nondiscrimination Policy: 

The University of Baltimore’s Sexual Misconduct and Nondiscrimination policy is 

complaint with Federal laws prohibiting discrimination.  Title IX requires that faculty, 

student employees and staff members report to the university any known, learned or 

rumored incidents of sex discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual 

misconduct, stalking on the basis of sex, dating/intimate partner violence or sexual 

exploitation and/or related experiences or incidents.  Policies and procedures related to 

Title IX and UB’s nondiscrimination policies can be found at:  

http://www.ubalt.edu/titleix. 

Disability policy: 

If you are a student with a documented disability who requires an academic 

accommodation, please contact Leslie Metzger, Director of Student Services, at 410-

837-5623 or lmetzger@ubalt.edu.   

http://www.ubalt.edu/titleix
mailto:lmetzger@ubalt.edu
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                     READING ASSIGNMENTS 

Date   Topic   Casebook pages 

1-9  Justiciability and standing pp. 29-74 

1-11  Standing   pp. 75-107 

1-18  Standing   pp. 107-44 

1-23  Mootness   pp. 145-68 

1-25  Ripeness   pp. 168-88 

1-30  Political question  pp. 188-218 

2-1  Congressional control  pp. 219-45 

2-6  Congressional control  pp. 245-86 

2-8  Fed. qtn.—const.               pp. 457-78 

2-13  Fed. qtn.—stat.   pp. 478-504 

2-15  Diversity jurisdiction  pp. 504-37 

2-20  Federal common law  pp. 406-47 
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