
SPECIAL TOPICS IN LAW: ESSENTIAL SKILLS FOR THE BAR EXAM  
University of Baltimore 

 

Course:  Special Topics in Law: Essential Skills for the Bar Exam  
LAW 792 Section 311  

 
Instructor:  Michael Lofts 

Contact information will be provided at the first class. 
Office hours are by appointment. 

 
Days/Time: Section 311: M/W 12:00 noon-1:15 p.m. 
   
Location:  Room assignments are available through MyUB.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is designed to provide early preparation for the Maryland Bar Examination. This 
course will provide strategic guidance for the Multistate Bar Exam (MBE), the Maryland Essay 
Exam, and the Multistate Performance Test. While bar passage requires legal knowledge across 
a wide range of subject areas, this course will be focused on the development of skills, strate-
gies, and a strategic mindset. Without these, no examinee can optimize their exam preparation 
or their exam-day performance.  
 
This course is not intended to replace the need for a full bar review course; all 
students should take a full review course prior to the bar exam to prepare ade-
quately for passage.    
 
The School of Law has selected Kaplan Bar Review to provide the materials and instruc-
tors for this course.  The selection of Kaplan is not an endorsement by the School of 
Law of Kaplan’s summer and winter bar review courses. 
 
Course Materials:  
 
Texts available for sale only at the UB Bookstore:  
Bar Preparation Strategies and Skills   
MBE Subjects - Outline Materials 
Maryland Distinctions and Essay Materials 
 
Online Assets:  
Fundamentals Course  
 
COURSE FORMAT  

The class will start with two sessions that are introductory in nature. In these sessions, we will 
begin to develop a strategic mindset for approaching the challenge that is the bar exam. In the 
weeks that follow, we will focus on developing the skills necessary for success on the Maryland 
Bar Examination.       
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GRADES 

The overall grade will be derived from the following: 
7 Essay questions - 5% each 
Midterm-20% 
Participation-5% 
Final-40% 
 
Course Expectations:  
American Bar Association Standards for Law Schools establish guidelines for the amount of 
work students should expect to complete for each credit earned. Students should expect ap-
proximately one hour of classroom instruction and two hours of out-of-class work for each 
credit earned in a class, or an equivalent amount of work for other academic activities, such as 
simulations, externships, clinical supervision, co-curricular activities, and other academic work 
leading to the award of credit hours. 

 
Attendance:  
Class attendance is a primary obligation of each student whose right to continued enrollment in 
the course and to take the examination is conditioned upon a record of attendance satisfactory 
to the professor. A student who exceeds the maximum allowed absences (generally 20% of class 
sessions) as illustrated below may be compelled to withdraw from the course, or may be barred 
from sitting for the final exam.  Students who are forced to withdraw for exceeding the allowed 
absences may receive a grade of FA (failure due to excessive absence). This policy is consistent 
with American Bar Association Standards for Law Schools. 

 
Regular Semester Hours 

Credit Hours Meetings Per Week 
 1 2 

2 2 absences 5 absences 
3 2 absences 5 absences 
4 -- 5 absences 

 
Course Website:  
Students registered for the course will receive instructions for enrolling in the course web site 
operated by Kaplan. Be sure to follow the instructions emailed to you to enroll in the site and 
obtain access to full course materials.  
 
Computers:  
Students may/may not use laptop computers for class related purposes.  
 
Class Cancellation:  
If the instructor must cancel a class, notices will be sent to students via email and posted on the 
classroom door.  If there is inclement weather, students should visit the University of Balti-
more web site or call the University's Snow Closing Line at (410) 837-4201. If the University is 
open, students should presume that classes are running on the normal schedule.  
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Academic Integrity: 
Students are obligated to refrain from acts that they know or, under the circumstances, have 
reason to know will impair the academic integrity of the University and/or School of Law. Vio-
lations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to: cheating, plagiarism, misuse of 
materials, inappropriate communication about exams, use of unauthorized materials and tech-
nology, misrepresentation of any academic matter, including attendance, and impeding the 
Honor Code process. The School of Law Honor Code and information about the process is 
available at http://law.ubalt.edu/academics/policiesandprocedures/honor_code/. 
 
 
Title IX Sexual Misconduct and Nondiscrimination Policy:  
The University of Baltimore’s Sexual Misconduct and Nondiscrimination policy is compliant 
with Federal laws prohibiting discrimination. Title IX requires that faculty, student employees 
and staff members report to the university any known, learned or rumored incidents of sex dis-
crimination, including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, stalking on the basis of sex, da-
ting/intimate partner violence or sexual exploitation and/or related experiences or incidents. 
Policies and procedures related to Title IX and UB’s nondiscrimination policies can be found 
at: http://www.ubalt.edu/titleix. 
 
Disability Policy:  
If you are a student with a documented disability who requires an academic accommodation, 
please contact Leslie Metzger, Director of Student Services, at 410-837-5623 or lmetz-
ger@ubalt.edu. 

 
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

All due dates listed below are tentative;  
due dates for specific assignments will be provided in class. 

CLASS TOPIC(S) ASSIGNMENT CLASS LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

1 
 

[1/9] 
UNDER-

STANDING 
THE MARY-
LAND BAR 

EXAM 

Familiarize yourself with the 
National Conference of Bar 
Examiners’ website 
(ncbex.org). 

From the NCBE website, 
download its Subject Out-
lines for MBE. 

1. Understand the Maryland Bar Exami-
nation components. 

2. Understand how “common sense” 
about bar prep is not always sensible 
or strategically sound. 

2 
 

[1/11] 
STRATEGIC 
STUDYING  

Complete the “Sample 
Diagnostic” located 
among your online as-
sets. 

1. Understand the difference between, 
on the one hand, your “strengths and 
weaknesses” and, on the other hand, 
your strategically relevant “strengths 
and weaknesses.”  

2. Understand how to make strategic 
sense of the bar exam and bar prep. 

3 
 

[1/18] 

MCQ  
STRATEGY 
and ESSAY 
WRITING 

STRATEGY 

Read the NCBE website’s 
MBE page. 
 

1. Become familiar with the topical cov-
erage on the MBE, know which topics 
are most heavily tested, and under-
stand how this knowledge should im-
pact your study choices. 
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Using the MBE Subjects 
Outline from the NCBE web-
site, identify the most fre-
quently tested topic(s) for 
each subject. 

2. Understand how to approach MBE 
questions so as to optimize your op-
portunity for getting them correct 
quickly and confidently. 

3. Understand the common types of 
wrong answer choices on the MBE, 
why they are tempting, and how best 
to avoid them. 

4. Understand how to approach the Mar-
yland Bar Essays. 

5. Review the writing challenge pre-
sented by a bar exam essay question. 

6. Understand pre-writing techniques 
that facilitate your effort to demon-
strate to the grader both your legal 
knowledge and legal know-how. 

4 
 

[1/23] CRIMINAL 
LAW/ 

PROCEDURE 
MCQ 

In MBE Subjects-Outline 
Materials read Criminal 
Law and Procedure section.  
Listen to video lecture. 
 
Complete Criminal Law 
Quiz Online  

1. Reinforce our strategic approach to 
MBE questions, applying and refining 
our knowledge and know-how using 
Criminal Law MCQs. 

2. Understand classic types of Criminal 
Law MCQs and the subject-specific 
strategies for attacking them. 

5 
 

[1/25] 
CRIMINAL 

LAW/ 
PROCEDURE 
ESSAY WRIT-

ING 

 
Review the Maryland Essay 
Handout. 

1. Understand the writing challenge pre-
sented by a bar exam essay question. 

2. Understand micro-level writing tech-
niques that facilitate a grader’s read-
ing of your answer and, in turn, en-
courage the grader to give you points. 

3. Understand macro-level writing tech-
niques that facilitate a grader’s read-
ing of your answer and, in turn, en-
courage the grader to give you points. 

6 
  

[1/30] 

CONSTITU-
TIONAL LAW 

MCQ 

In MBE Subjects-Outline 
Materials read Constitu-
tional Law and MD Distinc-
tions sections. Listen to 
video lecture. 
 
Complete Constitutional 
Law Quiz Online  
 
Complete Criminal Law 
Essay and submit online  

1. Reinforce our strategic approach to 
MBE questions, applying and refining 
our knowledge and know-how using 
Constitutional Law MCQs. 

2. Understand classic types of Constitu-
tional Law MCQs and the subject-spe-
cific strategies for attacking them. 
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7 
 

[2/1] 
CONSTITU-

TIONAL LAW  
ESSAY  

WRITING 

 1. Reinforce Essay strategies in the con-
text of specifically assigned Essay 
question 

2. Understand how best to interpret 
and use grader feedback to improve 
performance and guide future prac-
tice efforts. 

3. Understand the Constitutional Law 
MD Distinctions. 

8 
 

[2/6] 

EVIDENCE  
MCQ 

In MBE Subjects-Outline 
Materials read Evidence and 
MD Distinctions sections.  
Listen to video lecture. 
 
Complete Evidence MC 
Quiz  
 
Complete Constitutional 
Law Essay and submit 
online  

1. Reinforce our strategic approach to 
MBE questions, applying and refining 
our knowledge and know-how using 
Evidence MCQs. 

2. Understand classic types of Evidence 
MCQs and the subject-specific strate-
gies for attacking them. 

9 
 

[2/8] 
EVIDENCE  

ESSAY  
WRITING 

 1. Reinforce Essay strategies in the con-
text of specifically assigned Essay 
question 

2. Understand how best to interpret 
and use grader feedback to improve 
performance and guide future prac-
tice efforts. 

3. Understand the MD Distinctions for 
Evidence. 

10 
 

[2/13] 

MIDTERM 
REVIEW 

MIXED MCQs 

Review your Criminal Law, 
Constitutional Law, and Evi-
dence MCQs and Essays. 

Review subject-specific strategies for 
Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure, 
Constitutional Law, and Evidence. 

11 
[2/15] 

MIDTERM 
PART I 

Prepare for Midterm Testing in class (multiple choice) 

12 
[2/20] 

MIDTERM 
PART II 

Prepare for Midterm Testing in class (essay) 

13 
 

[2/22] 
MULTISTATE 

PERFOR-
MANCE TEST 
INTRODUC-

TION 

 1. Understand what a performance test 
is and how it is different from tradi-
tional law school and bar exam essay 
questions. 

2. Understand the competencies tested 
by the NCBE’s performance test and 
how it is graded. 

3. Understand the strategic approach for 
successfully answering a perfor-
mance test question. 
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14 
 
 

[2/27] 
MULTISTATE 

PERFOR-
MANCE TEST 

Complete PT and submit 
online. 

1. Become familiar with various types of 
PT questions, and understand how to 
use a PT’s “Memorandum” to identify 
its type. 

2. Understand how to strategically use 
the PT’s “Memorandum” to identify 
the assigned tasks and structure your 
answer. 
Understand the pitfalls to avoid, and 
the consequences for not avoiding 
them. 

15 
 

[3/1] MIDTERM RE-
VIEW PART I 

 1. Assess student understanding of stra-
tegic approach to the MD Bar Exam. 

2. Assess student ability to demonstrate 
their test-taking skill on exam-like 
questions. 

16 
 

[3/6] 

CONTRACTS 
MCQs 

In MBE Subjects-Outline 
Materials read Contracts 
and MD Distinctions sec-
tions.  Listen to video lec-
ture. 
 
Complete Contracts MC 
Quiz Online  
 
Complete Evidence Es-
say and submit online  

1. Reinforce our strategic approach to 
MBE questions, applying and refining 
our knowledge and know-how using 
Contracts MCQs. 

2. Understand classic types of Contracts 
MCQs and the subject-specific strate-
gies for attacking them. 

17 
 

[3/8] 

CONTRACTS  
ESSAY  

WRITING 

 1.    Reinforce Essay strategies in the con-
text of specifically assigned Essay 
question 

2.    Understand how best to interpret 
and use grader feedback to improve 
performance and guide future prac-
tice efforts. 

3.    Understand the MD Distinctions for 
Contracts. 

18 
 

[3/13] 

PROPERTY  
MCQs 

In MBE Subjects-Outline 
Materials read Property and 
MD Distinctions sections.  
Listen to video lecture. 
 
Complete Property MC 
Quiz Online  
 
Complete Contracts Es-
say and submit online  

1. Reinforce our strategic approach to 
MBE questions, applying and refin-
ing our knowledge and know-how us-
ing Property MCQs. 

2. Understand classic types of Property 
MCQs and the subject-specific strate-
gies for attacking them. 
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19 
 

[3/15] 

 
PROPERTY 

ESSAY  
WRITING  

 1. Reinforce Essay strategies in the con-
text of specifically assigned Essay 
question 

2. Understand how best to interpret 
and use grader feedback to improve 
performance and guide future prac-
tice efforts. 

3. Understand the MD Distinctions for 
Property. 

20 
 

[3/27] 

CIVIL PROCE-
DURE 
MCQs 

In MBE Subjects-Outline 
Materials read Civil Proce-
dure section.  Listen to video 
lecture. 
 
Complete Civil Proce-
dure MC Quiz Online  
 
Complete Property Es-
say and submit online  
 

1. Reinforce our strategic approach to 
MBE questions, applying and refin-
ing our knowledge and know-how us-
ing Civil Procedure MCQs. 

2. Understand classic types of Civil Pro-
cedure MCQs and the subject-specific 
strategies for attacking them. 

21 
 

[3/29] CIVIL  
PROCEDURE 

ESSAY  
WRITING 

 1. Reinforce Essay strategies in the con-
text of specifically assigned Essay 
question 

2. Understand how best to interpret and 
use grader feedback to improve per-
formance and guide future practice ef-
forts. 

22 
 

[4/3] 

TORTS  
MCQs 

In MBE Subjects-Outline 
Materials book, read pages 
571-603 for a review of Torts 
rules for negligence and the 
Torts Distinctions section. 
 
Complete Torts MC Quiz 
Online  
 
Complete Civil Proce-
dure Essay and submit 
online  

1. Reinforce our strategic approach to 
MBE questions, applying and refin-
ing our knowledge and know-how us-
ing Torts MCQs. 

2. Understand classic types of Torts 
MCQs and the subject-specific strate-
gies for attacking them. 

23 
 

[4/5] 
TORTS 
ESSAY  

WRITING 

 1. Reinforce Essay strategies in the con-
text of specifically assigned Essay 
question 

2. Understand how best to interpret 
and use grader feedback to improve 
performance and guide future prac-
tice efforts. 

3. Understand the MD Distinctions for 
Torts. 
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24 
 

[4/10] 

MULTISTATE 
PERFOR-

MANCE TEST 
WORKSHOP 

 1.    Review PT strategies through a 
guided drafting of an MPT outline. 

2.    Understand pacing required through 
each stage of drafting a PT. 

25 
 

[4/12] 

MCQ AND  
ESSAY  

PACING 
STRATEGIES 

 1.    Understand pacing required for max-
imizing MBE performance. 

2.    Understand pacing required through 
each stage of drafting a Maryland bar 
exam essay. 

26 
 

[4/17] 

MIXED MCQ 
and ESSAY 
PRACTICE 

AND REVIEW 

 1. Review MCQ strategies. 
2. Simulate an Exam-day MCQ practice. 
3. Understand strategies for dealing 

with mental roadblocks. 
4. Review Essay strategies 
5. Simulate an Exam-day essay writing 

exercise. 
6. Understand strategies for dealing 

with mental roadblocks. 
7. Understand how to apply a generally-

applicable Essay-assessment rubric 
for purposes of both assessing and 
improving performance. 

27 
 

[4/19] 

TIME AND 
STRESS MAN-

AGEMENT 
PLANNING 

 1.  Create an action plan for bar prep. 
2.  Draft a bar prep daily schedule. 
3.  Make a stress management plan. 

28 
 

[4/24] FINAL EXAM 
REVIEW 

General Review 
 
Review all prior quizzes and 
MCQ strategies. 

1. Understand what is expected for the 
final exam. 

2. Review strategic approach to test 
preparation.  

3. Review strategic considerations for 
optimal exam-day performance. 

 
 

 
 


