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First Class Assignment: Please register for the TWEN course page as soon as
possible. For first year day students, you should receive your Westlaw login during
orientation.
1) Read Dressler (our text), pp. 1-13 (attached to this document). I have
provided study questions (attached to this document) to guide your reading,
as I will do for every reading assignment. I will not collect study questions,
but I will use them to guide our class discussions. Please come to class
prepared to engage in class discussion!
2) During our first class, we will have a discussion on the criminalization of
“peeping,” which Webster’s defines as “to peer through or as if through a
crevice.” Come to class prepared to draft a “Peeping Tom” statute to
make peeping into a room an illegal act. In drafting your statute, consider
the prohibited act(s), the required criminal intent (purposely, knowingly,
recklessly, negligently), the prohibited conduct or result, the punishment,
and any special rules or exceptions to prosecution under your peeping
statute.
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CRIMINAL LAW
COURSE INFORMATION AND SYLLABUS
Professor Hugh McClean
hmcclean@ubalt.edu
Office: ALS 428
410-837-4339

Administrative Assistant
Rosalind Williams
rdwilliams@ubalt.edu
Office: ALS 412; x5705

Law Scholar
Samantha Laulis
Samantha.laulis@ubalt.edu
443-928-2475

Class Meeting Times and Location
Wednesday/Friday, 10:30—11:45 a.m. The course will be conducted in-person unless otherwise
instructed. If there is a need to conduct virtual classes, instructions will be provided at that time.
Office Hours: Wednesday/Friday, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.; Law Scholar review sessions TBA
I am happy to make appointments to meet at other times. Use the appointment link below my
signature block, or Click Here To Make An Appointment. Also, please drop by my office
anytime – I am very often there and enjoy informal discussions!
Required Text
• Joshua Dressler and Stephen Garvey, CRIMINAL LAW: CASES AND MATERIALS (8th Ed.,
2019), ISBN 9781642427820
The book is available at various locations, including here:
https://www.westacademic.com/Dressler-Garveys-Cases-Materials-on-Criminal-Law8th-9781642427851.
or here:
https://www.amazon.com/Cases-Materials-Criminal-Law8th/dp/1642427829/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=ISBN+9781642427820&qid=1627
401259&sr=8-1
Note that the West Academic website offers two add-ons to the text, including an e-book
version of the text and access to a “Learning Library.” The Learning Library includes
study aids, such as commercial outlines, that are very helpful but are not required for the
course. The UB law library has all the study aids offered in the Learning Library—but the
online version may be more convenient for you. The Learning Library can be purchased
through West Academic for an additional $35 using the above link.
Optional Texts (but very helpful)
• Joshua Dressler, UNDERSTANDING CRIMINAL LAW (8th Ed., 2018), ISBN
9781531007911. I highly recommend this study aid. It is designed to be used in
conjunction with our casebook. Unfortunately, it is not included in the above-mentioned
Learning Library.
• Joshua Dressler, BLACK LETTER OUTLINE ON CRIMINAL LAW (2019). This helpful study
aid outlines the black letter law and is available in the above referenced Learning Library.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION (FROM COURSE CATALOGUE)
Sources and interpretations of and constitutional limitations on substantive criminal law;
criminal jurisdiction; criminal act and mental state requirements; burdens of proof; criminal
capacity; justification and excuse (defense); accomplice liability; inchoate crimes; crimes against
property; crimes against persons; crimes against habitation; punishment.
GOALS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES
The goals of this course are to introduce students to (a) the general concepts and
vocabulary of the criminal law; (b) the modes of criminal law argument practiced by prosecutors,
defense attorneys, and judges; and (c) the debates that affect the criminal law's development and
change. By the end of this course, student will be able to:
•
•
•
•

Explain core criminal law concepts including legality, actus reus, mens rea, causality,
defenses, solicitation, conspiracy, attempt, accomplice liability, and vicarious liability;
Identify the elements of various crimes as set out in cases and statutes;
Apply criminal law doctrine to factual scenarios in the mode of a prosecutor, defense
attorney, judge, survivor, or other party to a crime; and
Participate in criminal law debates in an informed manner, including role playing in the
mode of legislators, executives, special interest groups, and the public.
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SYLLABUS
Please find below the topics and reading assignments for the semester. For readings,
please note that DR refers to “Dressler” (the course textbook). All other reading assignments are
posted on TWEN, except for the Panopto mini-lectures. I will revise the syllabus from time to
time during the semester to track the pace of our class discussions.
For each class, I have assigned study questions to guide your reading. I will not collect
your answers to the study questions, but I will use the study questions to guide class
discussions. I have also assigned two assessments that count toward your participation
grade. These assessments will test your knowledge and ability to apply the material covered in
previous lectures. There will be two graded assessments collectively worth 20% of your grade
(see below).
I will use Panopto (video recording software) to record short “mini-lectures” to preview
important topics covered in the reading. Please watch the assigned Panopto recording prior to
class. These pre-recorded lectures are designed to focus your attention on key points, facilitate
classroom discussion, and to serve as a reference for your midterm and final exam review.

Topics

Assignment

Week 1
8/25/21 (Wed)
Class 1

8/27/21 (Fri)
Class 2

Drafting Exercise;
What is a crime?;
Reasonable Doubt;
Presumption of
Innocence;
Jury Nullification

DR: Ch 1, pp. 1-13;
Study Questions;
Panopto: Overview of Course, Tips for Success,
and Criminal Procedure
DR: Ch 1, pp. 13-29;
Study Questions;
MPC, Table of Contents, pp. 995-1000;
“The American Model Penal Code,” on TWEN;
Panopto: The Model Penal Code

Week 2
9/1/21 (Wed)
Class 3

9/3/21 (Fri)
Class 4

Theories of
Punishment
Legality;
Statutory
Interpretation

DR: Ch 2, pp. 31-42; 51-62;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording
Judicial Sentencing Memo Due;
DR: Ch 3, pp. 91; 106-114; 121-127
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording

Week 3
9/8/21 (Wed)
Class 5
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Actus Reus I
(voluntary act;
possession as an act)

**Assessment 1 (weeks 1 & 2)**
DR: Ch 4, pp. 129-41;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording
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9/10/21 (Fri)
Class 6

Actus Reus II
(omissions)
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DR: Ch 4, pp. 141-155;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording

Week 4
9/15/21 (Wed)
Class 7

9/17/21 (Fri)
Class 8

Mens Rea I
(specific & general
intent)
Mens Rea II
(MPC; willful
blindness)

Review Assessment 1
DR: Ch 5, pp. 157-168;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording
DR: Ch 5, pp. 169-178;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording

Week 5
9/22/21 (Wed)
Class 9

9/24/21 (Fri)
Class 10

Mens Rea III
(strict liability)
Mens Rea IV
(mistake)

DR: Ch 5, pp. 186-204;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording
**Assessment 2 (weeks 3-5)**
DR: Ch 5, pp. 205-221;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording

Week 6
9/29/21 (Wed)
Class 11

10/1/21 (Fri)
Class 12

Week 7
10/6/21 (Wed)
Class 13

10/8/21 (Fri)
Class 14

Week 8
10/13/21 (We)
Class 15

Causality I
(actual cause)

Review Assessment 2
DR: Ch 6, pp. 227-233
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording

Causality II
(proximate cause;
concurrence of
elements)

DR: Ch 6, pp. 233-250;
Study Questions;
Exercise: concurrence of the elements

MIDTERM EXAMINATION

COVERS MATERIAL FROM CLASS 1-6

Homicide I
(intentional killings)

DR: Ch 7, pp. 251-254; 270-282;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording

Homicide II
(manslaughter “heat of
passion”)

10/15/21 (Fri)
Class 16

Week 9
10/20/21 (We)
Class 17
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Homicide III
(unintentional killings)
Homicide IV
(felony murder)

DR: Ch 7, pp. 282-294; 300-306;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording
Chauvin Materials;
DR: Ch 7, pp. 313-329;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording
DR: Ch 7, pp. 329-332; 341-352;
Study Questions;
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10/22/21 (Fri)
Class 18

Week 10
10//27/21 (W)
Class 19

10/29/21 (Fri)
Class 20

Week 11
11/3/21 (Wed)
Class 21

11/5/21 (Fri)
Class 22

Criminal Law – Fall 2021
Law 604- Section 329B

Sexual Offenses I
(statistics, traditional
approaches)

Mock Trial 1
DR: Ch 8, pp. 403-407; 410-413; 436-442;
Watch Panopto Recording

Sexual Offenses II
(modern approaches)
Defenses I
(categories of defenses; selfdefense)

Class Debate
DR: Ch 8, pp. 445-467
DR: Ch 9, pp. 497-503; 513-527;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto recording

Defenses II
(reasonable belief; batteredwoman syndrome)
Defenses III
(excuse; duress; intoxication)

Mock Trial 2
DR: Ch 9, pp. 527-535; 549-558;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording
DR: Ch 9, pp. 601-609; 625-628
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording

Week 12
11/10/21 (We)
Class 23

11/12/21 (Fri)
Class 24

Week 13
11/17/21 (We)

DR: Ch 9, pp. 633-645; 654-661
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording
Insanity Defense Flipgrid Assignment
DR: Ch 10, pp. 749-752; 757-766;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording

Defenses IV
(competency & insanity)
Inchoate Offenses I
(mens rea of attempt)
Inchoate Offenses II
(actus reus of attempt;
defense of impossibility)
Inchoate Offenses III
(solicitation; conspiracy;
Wharton’s Rule defense)

DR: Ch 10, pp. 766-779; 788-802
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording
DR: Ch 10, pp. 817-830; 865-870
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording

Class 27

Take-Home Practice Exam
(not graded)

**Peer Grade Practice Exam in class**
Complete Take-Home Practice Exam

11/26/21 (Fri)

THANKSGIVING BREAK—NO CLASS

Class 25

11/19/21 (Fri)
Class 26

Week 14
11/24/21 (We)

Week 15
12/1/21 (Wed)
Class 28

Liability for Others
(accomplice liability;

Mock Trial 3: Chauvin Case
DR: Ch 11, pp. 877-893;
Study Questions;
Watch Panopto Recording
POLICIES
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1. Methods of Evaluation – The final grade will be based on the following: Participation (two
assessments collectively worth 20%); Midterm (30%); and Final (50%). This class is subject
to UB’s mandatory 1L curve.
2. Attendance – Regular class attendance is mandatory. You must be present for all classes,
including virtual classes, which means you must be participating through virtual platforms,
including TWEN, and completing all course assignments on time. You are strongly
encouraged to keep your cameras on for all virtual classes. For virtual classes, if you choose
not to turn on your camera and you are called on or otherwise asked to engage in class work
and are in fact not present, you may be subject to discipline under the Honor Code for
misrepresenting your attendance.
Students who have more than five absences (including virtual absences) will not be eligible
to complete the course. Please note that under this policy, there are no “excused” or
“unexcused” absences (with the exception for religious holidays). Attendance is established
by signing the class attendance sheet. A student who is more than 5 minutes late may stay for
class but may not sign the attendance sheet and be counted as present for that day.
All classes will be recorded. You may arrange to watch a recorded class in lieu of attending a
live class by seeking prior permission from me. This should not be a regular occurrence.
3. Preparation – This class relies on everyone arriving fully prepared to participate in the day’s
discussion. At the most basic level, this means completing the assigned reading. I have
deliberately given you relatively little reading per class (usually 10-15 pages). This is
because I expect you to read the cases at least twice. Learning to read and understand
cases and statutes is hard and takes work. Repetition is key. Often, you will still have
lingering confusion even after reading a case two or three times. During Socratic questioning,
I am happy to work with students who are struggling to understand. However, I have less
patience for students who are unprepared.
American Bar Association Accreditation Standards establish guidelines for the amount of
work students should expect to complete for each credit earned. Students should expect
approximately one hour of classroom instruction and two hours of out-of-class work for each
credit earned in a class.
4. Professionalism – Learning cannot effectively take place in an environment that is
unprofessional or uncivil. To that end, I expect that you will observe basic professional
courtesies such as arriving on time and turning off your cell phone. Given our subject
matter, it is my hope that we can have lively class debates where all students feel
comfortable participating and expressing their opinions. Expressions or actions that
disparage a person's or race, ethnicity, nationality, culture, gender, gender identity /
expression, religion, sexual orientation, age, disability, or marital, parental, or veteran status
are contrary to the mission of this course and will not be tolerated. We need not agree on
everything, but we do need to disagree professionally.
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Note: Please contact me or our law scholar if something related to our class debates or
discussions makes you feel uncomfortable or otherwise interferes with your ability to
learn. I will make every effort to address any issues raised.
5. Computers – Research shows that students are more effective learners when they take notes
by hand. Time and again studies show that students using laptops tend to “write everything”
rather than critically listen, evaluate, and interpret the material. Nonetheless, I permit laptops
for notetaking. That said, laptops must not be used to browse the Internet, check email,
Tweet, and etc. I thus reserve the right to ban laptops if the temptations of the Internet cause
disruptions or distractions.
6. TWEN – Please enroll in the TWEN site for this course, which is available through
Westlaw. I will post handouts and study questions for each assignment the week prior to their
due date. For example, on Friday I will post the study questions and handouts for classes
scheduled for the following week. For technical issues, contact the Office of Technology
Services (OTS), at callcenter@ubalt.edu, or (410) 837-6262. OTS provides overall
technology support to the UB community.
7. Class Cancellation – If I must cancel a class, notices will be sent to students via email and
posted on the classroom door. If there is inclement weather, students should visit the
University of Baltimore web site or call the University's Snow Closing Line at (410) 8374201. If the University is open, students should presume that classes are running on the
normal schedule.
8. Academic Integrity – Students are obligated to refrain from acts that they know or, under
the circumstances, have reason to know will impair the academic integrity of the University
and/or School of Law. Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to:
cheating, plagiarism, misuse of materials, inappropriate communication about exams, use of
unauthorized materials and technology, misrepresentation of any academic matter, including
attendance, and impeding the Honor Code process. The School of Law Honor Code and
information about the process is available at
http://law.ubalt.edu/academics/policiesandprocedures/honor_code/.
9. Title IX Sexual Misconduct and Nondiscrimination Policy – The University of
Baltimore’s Sexual Misconduct and Nondiscrimination policy is compliant with Federal laws
prohibiting discrimination. Title IX requires that faculty, student employees and staff
members report to the university any known, learned or rumored incidents of sex
discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, stalking on the basis of sex,
dating/intimate partner violence or sexual exploitation and/or related experiences or
incidents. Policies and procedures related to Title IX and UB’s nondiscrimination policies
can be found at: http://www.ubalt.edu/titleix.
10. Disability Policy – If you are a student with a documented disability who requires an
accommodation for academic programs, exams, or access to the University’s facilities, please
contact the Office of Academic Affairs, at ublawacadaff@ubalt.edu or (410) 837-4468.
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11. Course Evaluations – It is a requirement of this course that students complete a course
evaluation. The evaluation will be available later in the semester and is entirely anonymous.
Faculty members will not have access to the feedback provided on course evaluations until
after all grades are submitted.
12. Mental Health / Student Assistance – The Student Assistance Program (SAP) provides
students with access to confidential, accessible support to manage life’s challenges. The SAP
offers personal counseling and consultation on a variety of topics including family concerns,
academic skills, finances, substance abuse, legal consultations, child care, and elder care. The
SAP is available to all current UB students. If you have any questions, contact Clinical Case
Manager Tony DuLaney at rdulaney@ubalt.edu or (410) 837-4755. To contact the SAP
directly, call 1-800-327-2251. For more information visit www.ubalt.edu/StudentAssistance.
Students are welcome to contact Dean Paul Manrique, Assistant Dean of Students at
pmanrique@ubalt.edu or (410) 837-5283, or Ms. Keri Hickey, Director of Student Support at
khickey@ubalt.edu or (410) 837-4414. Both are in the 7th floor Dean’s Suite and welcome
students to walk in and are able to schedule virtual appointments.
13. Academic Support – For academic support, students should contact Professor Marta Baffy
at mbaffy@ubalt.edu or (410) 837-6370. Professor Baffy is located on the 5th floor in Room
513.
14. Bar Exam Support/Questions – For questions about the bar exam, students should contact
Professor Neal Kempler at nkempler@ubalt.edu or (410) 837-4358. Professor Kempler is
located on the 5th floor in Room 514.
15. Writing Center – Information about the UB Law Writing Center may be found here:
http://law.ubalt.edu/academics/academic-support/legal_writing_center/index.cfm. Dean
Claudia Diamond will send announcements and updates to faculty and students when the
writing center is open for business.
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Study Questions, Class 1, Aug 25—What is a crime; beyond a reasonable doubt
Learning Outcomes:
1. Explain criminal law as a “method” or “process.”
2. Differentiate criminal law from civil law.
3. Define common law and explain its role in criminal law.
4. Explain the purpose of the Model Penal Coe and explain its role in criminal
law.
5. Define “beyond a reasonable doubt” and explain its role in criminal law.
What is a crime?
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What does Professor Hart mean when he describes criminal law as a
“process”? What is the role of government (legislature, executive,
judiciary) in this process?
According to Professor Hart, how are crimes distinguished from civil
wrongs?
See Note 2, pg. 3. What is common law? What role does common law
play in modern criminal law jurisprudence?
See Notes 4 and 5, pgs. 4-5. What are the limits on legislative
lawmaking, and what is the present-day role of the judiciary?
See Note 6, pg. 5. What is the Model Penal Code and what is its role in
criminal law jurisprudence?
As described on pages 6-8, what are the basic (very basic) rights that are
afforded to criminal defendants during the pre-trial and trial phases of a
criminal case?

What is the meaning of the “beyond a reasonable doubt” standard?
7.

8.

In re Winshop discusses the “beyond a reasonable doubt standard.” How
is it defined, and how have courts erred in defining it (hint: read the
Notes after the cases)?
Read the jury instructions on pages 11-12. Which jury instruction would
you argue for if you were the defendant in a criminal case?
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