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 SYLLABUS—PSYCHOLOGY, CHILD DEVELOPMENT, AND  

MENTAL HEALTH IN FAMILY LAW MATTERS 

 

UNIVERSITY OF BALTIMORE SCHOOL OF LAW 

FALL SEMESTER 2017 

 

Course:  Psychology, Child Development, and Mental Health in Family Law Matters  

LAW Course Number:  LAWF 902.491 

 

Instructor:  Stacey Burnett Rice, Esquire  

  888 Bestgate Road, Suite 200 

  Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

  (443) 837-9800 (w) 

  (443) 837-9801 (f) 

  srice@barlawfirm.com 

CALL OR EMAIL ME IF REQUESTING AN INDIVIDUAL CONSULTATION 

 

Days/Time:  MONDAY, 6:15 p.m.-9:00 p.m.  

 

Location:   Room assignments are available through MyUB 

 

Course Description:  

This course is designed to help family law practitioners understand the mental health needs of adults and children, 

the stages of child development, and the roles they play in family law representation.  Participants will learn how 

to engage mental health professionals and other court experts, interpret their reports and testimony, and interact 

with them effectively.   The course also will help participants identify and develop the self-care skills necessary 

to maintain their own mental and emotional health when engaged in family law practice.  Teaching methods will 

include presentation, discussion, and experiential learning activities. 

 

Course Materials:  

Materials will be gathered by the instructor.  Guest speakers to include child psychologist, parent coordinator, 

and custody evaluator. 

 

Resources may include: excerpts from child development textbooks, professional publications for mental health 

professionals, books and/or law review articles on representing child clients, National Juvenile Defender Center 

Juvenile Court Training Curriculum, Office of the Public Defender training materials on urban trauma and 

secondary trauma, sample expert reports and mental health records, laws and publications on confidentiality and 

privileged communications, and articles written for family law practitioners. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Students will gain a substantive knowledge of the impact of divorce on children.  Students will learn how to 

assess a case for possible domestic violence and other high conflict scenarios.  Students will learn about 

relevant resources available to their clients to assist them and their children with the stress of divorce.  Students 

will have the skills necessary to present or defend a domestic violence protective order in trial and to examine 

expert witnesses such as custody evaluators, social workers, and psychologists.   
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Student learning outcomes include: 

 Recognizing the stages of child development  

 Defining the ways in which behavioral health concerns can affect family law matters 

 Identifying the impact of trauma on youth and families 

 Integrating expert testimony from mental health professionals and other experts in family law matters 

 

 

Grades: Grades will be based upon the following:   

  Class presentations   25% 

    (Mock trials/mock interview/court observations)  

  Final Project    65% 

  Class Participation / attendance 10% 

 

  

Course Expectations:  
American Bar Association Standards for Law Schools establish guidelines for the amount of work students 

should expect to complete for each credit earned. Students should expect approximately one hour of classroom 

instruction and two hours of out-of-class work for each credit earned in a class, or an equivalent amount of work 

for other academic activities, such as simulations, externships, clinical supervision, co-curricular activities, and 

other academic work leading to the award of credit hours. 

 

Students are expected to complete all reading assignments before class and to participate consistently in class 

discussion to demonstrate that you have read and reflected on the issues raised in the assignment.    

  

Attendance:  

Class attendance is a primary obligation of each student whose right to continued enrollment in the course and to 

take the examination is conditioned upon a record of attendance satisfactory to the professor. A student who 

exceeds the maximum allowed absences (generally 20% of class sessions) as illustrated below may be compelled 

to withdraw from the course, or may be barred from sitting for the final exam.  Students who are forced to 

withdraw for exceeding the allowed absences may receive a grade of FA (failure due to excessive absence). This 

policy is consistent with American Bar Association Standards for Law Schools. 

 

Regular Semester Hours 

Credit Hours Meetings Per Week 

 1 2 

2 2 absences 5 absences 

3 2 absences 5 absences 

4 -- 5 absences 

 

Your attendance is established by signing the attendance sheet.   

If you are more than 15 minutes late, you may stay for class but you may not sign the attendance sheet. 

 

Course Website:  
This course has a TWEN page that links to this syllabus, announcements, the class assignments, and other class 

materials. You are responsible for self-enrolling in the TWEN page and for checking it regularly for course 

information.  
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Computers:  
Students may use laptop computers for class related purposes.  Please respect your classmates and yourself and 

refrain from using your laptop for any activity not related to class.  Please be on notice that if laptops become 

distracting to me or other classmates, I reserve the right to ban computers from our classroom. 

 

 

Class Cancellation:  
If the instructor must cancel a class, notices will be sent to students via email and posted on the classroom door.  

If there is inclement weather, students should visit the University of Baltimore web site or call the University's 

Snow Closing Line at (410) 837-4201. If the University is open, students should presume that classes are 

running on the normal schedule.  

 

Academic Integrity: 

Students are obligated to refrain from acts that they know or, under the circumstances, have reason to know will 

impair the academic integrity of the University and/or School of Law. Violations of academic integrity include, 

but are not limited to: cheating, plagiarism, misuse of materials, inappropriate communication about exams, use 

of unauthorized materials and technology, misrepresentation of any academic matter, including attendance, and 

impeding the Honor Code process. The School of Law Honor Code and information about the process is 

available at http://law.ubalt.edu/academics/policiesandprocedures/honor_code/. 

 

Title IX Sexual Misconduct and Nondiscrimination Policy:  

The University of Baltimore’s Sexual Misconduct and Nondiscrimination policy is compliant with Federal laws 

prohibiting discrimination. Title IX requires that faculty, student employees and staff members report to the 

university any known, learned or rumored incidents of sex discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual 

misconduct, stalking on the basis of sex, dating/intimate partner violence or sexual exploitation and/or related 

experiences or incidents. Policies and procedures related to Title IX and UB’s nondiscrimination policies can be 

found at: http://www.ubalt.edu/titleix. 

 

Disability Policy:  
If you are a student with a documented disability who requires an academic accommodation, please contact 

Leslie Metzger, Director of Student Services, at 410-837-5623 or lmetzger@ubalt.edu. 

 

Professionalism 
Learning cannot effectively take place in an environment that is unprofessional or uncivil.  I expect that you 

will observe basic professional courtesies such as arriving on time, respecting different view points, turning off 

your cell phone, staying off the internet in class, and coming to class prepared to participate in a professional 

manner.   

 

TWEN 
Each of you should enroll in TWEN Virtual Classroom for this course.  You have access to TWEN through 

Westlaw.  It is your responsibility to check TWEN for any course announcements.  In addition, you should rely 

on TWEN for course material such as updated copies of the syllabus and materials that I will use in class.  
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CLASS OUTLINE 

 

1. August 21, 2017 

 Course overview 

 Child development and implications for visitation 

 Unique needs of children  

o Mental illness 

o Learning disabilities 

o Physical disabilities 

o Developmental disabilities 

 

 

2. August 28, 2017 

 Stages of grief in divorce 

 Family issues in separation and divorce 

o Co-parenting 

o Diminished parenting 

o Moving 

o New relationships 

 Various parenting styles 

o Alienation, estrangement, alignment and enmeshment 

 

 

 September 4, 2017: Labor Day—no class 

 

 

3. September 11, 2017 

 Definitions of Abuse  

 Trauma and children  

o Physical 

o Emotional 

o Sexual 

o Witnessing violence 

 Effects of trauma on the brain 

 Long term effects of Trauma 

 Permanency Planning 

 

 

4. September 18, 2017 

 Screening clients for signs of physical or emotional abuse in the home 

 Substance abuse, rehabilitation, and relapse 

o  Identification of a substance abuse by client or spouse 

o  When to recommend that a client and child seek treatment 

o  Impact on your case 

 Court or State agencies and resources 

o Domestic Violence / Protective Orders 

o Department of Social Services 

o Emergency custody hearing 
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o Criminal charges 

 Counseling for client and/or child 

o Court resources 

o Private counseling 

o YWCA 

o School guidance counselor 

 

 

5. September 25, 2017 

 High conflict parenting 

 Clients with mental illness  

o Communications with the mentally ill client  

o Setting limits with the client 

o When to recommend that a client seek treatment 

o The potential impact of mental illness on a case and how to minimize it 

 Children of client’s with mental illness 

 Counsel with mental illness 

 Parent coordination / mediation 

 

 

6. October 2, 2017 

 Mental health experts  (Part 1- mental health experts) 

o Choosing an expert 

o Investigating experts 

o Determining expert’s competence 

 Understanding the different types of experts 

o Psychological 

o Psychiatric 

o Neurological 

 Rules of Discovery  

o Noting an expert 

o Deposing an expert 

 Ethical issues regarding disclosures to experts  

 

 

7. October 9, 2017 

 Working with mental health experts (Part 2 – mental health records and expert reports) 

o Using a privilege attorney (Nagle v. Hooks) 

o Mental health records 

o Understanding and rebutting expert reports 

o Issues of confidentiality and privilege 

o Problem of negative inferences if privilege is invoked 

 Using reports and records in court 

 

8. October 16, 2017: Guest presenter: Ralph L. Sapia, Esq. 
 Working with mental health experts (Part 3 - court personnel) 

 Attorney for child 
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o Best interests attorney, child’s advocate attorney, and child’s privilege attorney 

 Custody evaluators 

 Mediators 

 

 

9. October 23, 2017 

 Working with mental health experts (Part 4 – preparing clients) 

 Preparing clients for evaluation 

 Preparing clients to testify 

 What to do if the client does not agree with the expert’s opinion 

 

 

10. October 30, 2017 

 Mock trial: Expert testimony 

o Custody evaluator: Katherine Nutile, Custody Evaluator, Anne Arundel County 

o Child’s therapist 

o Parent Coordinator 

 

11. November 6, 2017 

 Child as a witness 

 To testify or not to testify 

 Witness stand versus Chambers 

 Interviewing child witnesses 

 Mock interview of a child 

 

 

12. November 13, 2017 

 Mock trial: Domestic Violence Protective Order 

 Court Observations 

 

13. November 20, 2017 

 Court Observations 

 Lawyer self-care  

o Setting boundaries 

o Red flags for initial consultation 

 Applicable rules of professional responsibility for withdrawing 

 Identifying secondary trauma Managing secondary trauma 

 

14. November 27, 2017 

 Presentations on court observations 

 

15. December 4, 2017 

 Final projects due 
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