
CHILD AND THE FAMILY 

UNIVERSITY OF BALTIMORE SCHOOL OF LAW
SPRING 2017

Course: Child and the Family  
LAW 707
Section 511

Instructor: Professor Barbara A. Babb 
bbabb@ubalt.edu; 410-837-5661
Office: Room AL534, Angelos Law Building, 1401 N. Charles Street
Office Hours:  By Appointment

CFCC Administrative Assistant: Kevin Hagin – (khagin@ubalt.edu; 410-837-5737); Suite F, John and 
Frances Angelos Law Center 

Days/Time: Monday/Wednesday 10:30AM-11:45AM

Location: AL 608

Course Description: 
This course analyzes the rights and the status of children and parents in certain contexts, including an examination of 
constitutional issues specific to the family relationship. Students learn how to represent children in various types of 
cases. The course explores the topics of education, child abuse and neglect, foster care, termination of parental rights, 
and adoption. 

Course Materials: 
1. Abrams, Ramsey, and Mangold, Children and the Law (5th ed., 2014)

2. Babb, Supplemental Materials (Spring 2017) (“Supp.”)

Student Learning Outcomes:
1. Students will be able to compare the constitutional rights of children with those of parents and the state for 

various issues and in different types of proceedings.
2. Students will identify other issues and areas of law involving children.
3. Students will assess the doctrinal legal theories underlying the many issues involving children.
4. Students will discuss how to advocate effectively for children in various types of proceedings, including the roles 

of child advocate attorney, best interests attorney, and child’s privilege attorney.
5. Students will identify types of child abuse and neglect.
6. Students will assess the foster care system.
7. Students will examine the process for terminating parental rights.
8. Students will identify issues involved in the adoption process.
9. Students will formulate policy goals to address the legal needs surrounding children and the law.
10. Students will develop their sensitivity to the differences and rich pluralism within our society.

Grades: 
Your grade will be based on a final examination.  Consistent quality class participation can raise your grade one-half 
letter (e.g., from “B” to B+”).

mailto:bbabb@ubalt.edu


Course Expectations: 
American Bar Association Standards for Law Schools establish guidelines for the amount of work students should expect 
to complete for each credit earned. Students should expect approximately one hour of classroom instruction and two 
hours of out-of-class work for each credit earned in a class, or an equivalent amount of work for other academic 
activities, such as simulations, externships, clinical supervision, co-curricular activities, and other academic work leading 
to the award of credit hours.

You are expected to complete the assigned readings for each class, to attend class on time, and to participate 
consistently and meaningfully in class discussions.

Pages listed in assignments below are for the Abrams, Ramsey, and Mangold text.  Readings from the Supplemental 
Materials are listed as “Supp.”

Each student is required to register for the TWEN site for the course.

I will record each class on Panopto for your convenience.  OTS will grant you access automatically to my Child and the 
Family recordings.  If you have any trouble accessing Panopto, please email OTS at av.ubalt.edu.

Consistent with the nature of the legal profession, please be in your seat when class begins and remain in your seat 
throughout the class session, absent extraordinary circumstances.  Please turn off cell phones and do not text during 
class.

 
Attendance: 
Class attendance is a primary obligation of each student whose right to continued enrollment in the course and to take 
the examination is conditioned upon a record of attendance satisfactory to the professor. A student who exceeds the 
maximum allowed absences (generally 20% of class sessions) as illustrated below may be compelled to withdraw from 
the course, or may be barred from sitting for the final exam.  Students who are forced to withdraw for exceeding the 
allowed absences may receive a grade of FA (failure due to excessive absence). This policy is consistent with American 
Bar Association Standards for Law Schools.

Regular Semester Hours
Credit Hours Meetings Per Week

1 2
2 2 absences 5 absences
3 2 absences 5 absences
4 -- 5 absences

Course Website: 

This course has a TWEN page that links to this syllabus, announcements, the class assignments, and other class 
materials. You are responsible for self-enrolling in the TWEN page and for checking it regularly for course information.

Computers: 
Students may use laptop computers for class related purposes. 

Class Cancellation: 
If the instructor must cancel a class, notices will be sent to students via email, posted on TWEN, and posted on the 
classroom door.  If there is inclement weather, students should visit the University of Baltimore web site or call the 



University's Snow Closing Line at (410) 837-4201. If the University is open, students should presume that classes are 
running on the normal schedule. 

Academic Integrity:
Students are obligated to refrain from acts that they know or, under the circumstances, have reason to know will impair 
the academic integrity of the University and/or School of Law. Violations of academic integrity include, but are not 
limited to: cheating, plagiarism, misuse of materials, inappropriate communication about exams, use of unauthorized 
materials and technology, misrepresentation of any academic matter, including attendance, and impeding the Honor 
Code process. The School of Law Honor Code and information about the process is available at 
http://law.ubalt.edu/academics/policiesandprocedures/honor_code/.

Title IX Sexual Misconduct and Nondiscrimination Policy: 
The University of Baltimore’s Sexual Misconduct and Nondiscrimination policy is compliant with Federal laws prohibiting 
discrimination. Title IX requires that faculty, student employees and staff members report to the university any known, 
learned or rumored incidents of sex discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, stalking on the 
basis of sex, dating/intimate partner violence or sexual exploitation and/or related experiences or incidents. Policies and 
procedures related to Title IX and UB’s nondiscrimination policies can be found at: http://www.ubalt.edu/titleix.

Disability Policy: 
If you are a student with a documented disability who requires an academic accommodation, please contact Leslie 
Metzger, Director of Student Services, at 410-837-5623 or lmetzger@ubalt.edu.

ASSIGNMENTS
                                                                  

Topic                                 Assignment           Date___________________

I.   Introduction/The Child and
     Family in Context 1-18         Mon. Jan. 9

II.  Defining the Rights of Parent,
      Child and State

          A. Parents v. State 18-36            Wed. Jan. 11

NO CLASS Mon. Jan. 16

                                   36-62                 Wed. Jan 18
                   
                  B.  A Voice for the Child                                  62-78                                  Mon. Jan. 23

78-91                                   Wed. Jan. 25

                                                         91-124                                Mon. Jan. 30

C. The Advocacy Process/
  Representation of
  Children and Families           207-234                  Wed. Feb. 1



  Topic Assignment               Date____________________

1.  The Child’s Attorney     234-246, 264-265     Mon. Feb. 6                                                  
Supp. 3-17                  

2. The Ethics of Lawyering              Supp. 2
in this Area

3. The Family Justice
System Supp. 19-25

Supp. 138-140

III. Physical Mistreatment of the Child

NO CLASS               Wed. Feb. 8

Guest Speaker-CINA Attorneys Mon. Feb 13
  

A.   Statutory Protection 279-300               Wed. Feb. 15

Supp. 44-73

B. The Child Protection System 300-312

Supp. 74-109

C. Patterns of Abuse/Neglect 313-336 Mon. Feb. 20

D. Corporal Punishment 336-345 Wed. Feb. 22
        

E. Sexual Abuse/Drugs 345-364 Mon. Feb. 27
 
Guest Speaker- Mr. Frank Kros Wed. Mar. 1

F. Investigating/Prosecuting 364-383 Mon. Mar.  6

G. Counsel’s Role 246-264 Wed. Mar. 8

H. Termination of Parental Rights 383-398 Mon. Mar. 13

399-413 Wed. Mar. 15

SPRING BREAK Mon. & Wed. Mar. 20 & 22

I. Evaluating Intervention Efforts 413-438 Mon. Mar. 27



Topic Assignment                Date____________________
IV. Foster Care

A. Current Status 439-460 Wed. Mar. 29
                                                                  
                                                                               Supp. 27-42

                                                                               Supp. 117-142

Guest Speaker- CINA Attorneys Mon. Apr. 3

B. Child’s Rights to “Family” 460-478 Wed. Apr. 5

Guest Speaker- Ms. Cathy Lindberg Mon. Apr. 10

478-488                      Wed. Apr. 12

            C. Child’s Right to Services 488-507 Mon. Apr. 17                                 
                  

D. Types of Placements 508-536 Wed. Apr. 19
              

V. Adoption/Unwed Fathers

A. Who May Adopt? 631-649 Mon. Apr. 24


